
SOUTH LAKELAND HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working 
Group held on Wednesday, 13 June 2018 at 10.00 am at Committee Room 1, 
County Offices, Kendal

PRESENT:

 

Mr J Bland
Mr SB Collins
Mr N Cotton

Mrs BC Gray
Mr WJ Wearing
Mr M Wilson

Also in Attendance:-

Mr P Hosking - Highways Network Manager
Mrs V Upton - Traffic Management Team Leader
Mr P Landreth - Lead Infrastructure Planning Officer (part)
Mr R Lewis - Traffic Manager
Councillor Mr G Cook
Cllr Mrs S Evans
Mr A Stalker (AECOM) (part)
Mr P Boyd (AECOM) (part)

56 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence at this meeting.

57 MINUTES

The Working Group approved the minutes of the meeting held on 11 April 2018 
subject to a correction in paragraph 2 on page 7 – in line 2 the correct second word 
is “comprise”.

58 UPDATE ON THE DELIVERY OF THE 2018/19 DEVOLVED AND NON 
DEVOLVED CAPITAL PROGRAMME.

Mr Peter Hosking, Highway Network Manager – South Lakes guided members 
through his briefing report which provided an update on the delivery of the 2018/19 
Devolved and Non-Devolved Capital Programme, highlighting key points in the 
report.

Members asked about the impact of cuts to the budget for highways capital works.  
Mr Hosking advised that the programme approved by the Local Committee in March 
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2018 is being delivered, but there would have been more schemes had the budget 
not been reduced. External funding, intended to replace reduced funding for 
drainage schemes, had not yet been secured and there may be a need to “top slice” 
funding from major assets next year.

In response to a question about the date at which the report was prepared, Mr 
Hosking advised that this was at the end of May 2018 and included carriageway 
resurfacing work up to the school summer holidays. There would be a focus on 
Barrow schemes during the summer holidays.  Carriageway resurfacing schemes 
beyond September 2018 were still being finalised by officers. Mr Hosking advised 
that works instructions had been placed with Cumbria Highways operational unit for 
all the named footway resurfacing schemes and approximately 50% of the drainage 
schemes. The programme for the delivery of these schemes was currently awaited 
from the operational unit.

Mr Hosking reported on a meeting with Mr Doug Coyle (Manager of Flood and 
Development Management) which may result in certain drainage schemes not being 
charged to the Highways budget.  Mr Hosking undertook to provide an update to the 
September meeting of the Working Group.

Members discussed the Kit Crag culvert scheme, which Mr Hosking reported was to 
be carried out “in house”.  There was a concern that the diversion route for this 
scheme is the Whinfell perimeter road, which members observed is in poor 
condition and would need to be considered in delivering the scheme.

Mr Hosking provided clarification that works are currently planned to be starting on 
the site of 2 large culverts on Kendal Bypass on  17th September 2018 with a contra-
flow in place.  The works are anticipated to take a couple of months. 

Members asked about current guidance on the residential requirements for grit bins.  
Mr Hosking agreed to provide a form of words that members could provide to 
enquirers. 

The Chair asked for some changes to the presentation of the report spreadsheet to 
include Divisions and a heading on the second page.  Mr Hosking agreed to action 
this request.

At the conclusion of the discussion, the Working Group noted the report. 

59 GRIZEBECK TRANSPORT SCHEME PROGRESS SUMMARY

Members receive a presentation from Mr Paul Landreth, Project Manager of the 
Grizebeck Transport Infrastructure Project and Mr A Stalker and Mr P Boyd from 
AECOM Engineering Consultants on the Grizebeck Transport Improvement Study.  
The presentation provided an update from the previous meeting and options.  The 
project is currently at the end of Stage 1 and the presentation focused on this, 
describing the options assessment process.  
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The outcome is three preferred options, which were described, along with the next 
two stages of the project. Public engagement is due to be undertaken in September 
2018 as part of the development of the business case for delivery.

Members asked various questions about the options, including the funding of the 
project.  Mr Landreth explained that the project was fully funded up to the end of 
Stage 3, which should be completed by the end of October 2018.  The Council is 
exploring funding through the Department for Transport Major Road Network. 

Members asked about the likely timeframe for the project. Mr Stalker (AECOM) 
explained that it is a significant project and would be likely to take a few years to 
deliver, if funded.  He indicated that there are a number of uncertainties at present 
that could impact on the timescale for delivery.  He undertook to update the Working 
Group before the start of public engagement. 

The Working Group welcomed the project and indicated that they would like to see it 
delivered as early as possible.

60 KIRKBY LONSDALE & CASTERTON TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 
2018

Ms Victoria Upton, Team Leader – Traffic Management, guided members through 
her briefing report on a Kirkby Lonsdale And Casterton Traffic Regulation Order. 
The Order was advertised on Thursday 31 May for the statutory 21 days.  So far, 
there has been only one enquiry.  

The Working Group noted the intention, set out in the briefing report, to  make a full 
report on the Traffic Regulation Order to the Local Committee in July 2018. 

61 A65 SOUTH OF ENDMOOR SPEED LIMIT ORDER VARIATION 2018

Ms Victoria Upton, Team Leader – Traffic Management, guided members through a 
briefing report on the A65 South of Endmoor Speed Limit Variation 2018.

The proposal was advertised Thursday 7 June for the statutory 21 days.  So far two 
responses in support have been received.

The Working Group noted the intention to bring a report on the Speed Limit 
Variation to the July 2018 meeting of the Local Committee. 

62 DIVISIONAL HIGHWAY PRIORITY WORKS 2018/2019

Ms Victoria Upton, Team Leader – Traffic Management, guided members through a 
report on Division Highway Priority Works 2018/19.
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In response to questions Ms Upton advised that a drop kerb had been completed 
within Kendal South Division at Helmside Road, Oxenholme.

Mr Cotton asked whether he could contribute from his member allocation to fund 
works to a footpath at Kirby Lonsdale which was being undertaken by the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority.  He felt his contribution would encourage others also 
to provide funding.  Ms Upton advised that if the works were improvement allocation 
would be acceptable in principle as part of a contribution to a wider scheme. 

The Working Group received the report. 

63 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP

Lakes and Furness Lines
The Chair provided an update to the Working Group on the Lakes and Furness rail 
lines. A meeting of the Community Rail Partnership had been due to take place on 
19 June, but had been cancelled owing to industrial action.  Another meeting is 
planned but the date was not yet available.  The Chair indicated that he would 
discuss the matter with the Area Manager with a view to inviting the Chair of the 
Community Rail Partnership, User Group or an appropriate Council officer to 
provide an update to a future meeting of the Working Group.

20 MPH Zones
Ms Victoria Upton will present a briefing report to the next meeting of the Working 
Group.

Footway Defects
Mr Peter Hosking will present a report on policy and standards for inspection and 
repair of footway defects to the next meeting of the Working Group. 

64 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Working Group is scheduled for 10 September 2018, 
10.00am County Offices, Kendal. 

65 GULLY CLEANSING (ADDITIONAL ITEM)

Mr Peter Hosking, Highway Network Manager – South Lakes guided members 
through his briefing report on Gully Cleansing. He reminded members of the funding 
allocation to gully cleansing. Routine gully cleansing is carried out on A, B and C 
roads.  Unclassified roads are attended on request. He noted that at present both 
gully cleansing tankers are slightly behind schedule - a focus on reports via the 
HIMS reporting tool and driver training had had an impact delivery -  but he 
anticipated that the schedule would be caught up. 
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Members discussed what happens if the gully tanker reports that a drain is not 
working.  Mr Hosking advised that the drivers report back and action is taken to 
identify the problem, with a camera and where appropriate high pressure jetting.  
This work is undertaken by a contractor (Sapphire) with senior managers approved 
contract work. Where there is a drain collapse, Sapphire report back and the 
Council remedies the problem. 

Members discussed how time is allocated by the gully cleansing vehicles.  Mr 
Hosking advised that the vehicles cleanse and can jet for a couple of metres and 
test, before determining the need to make a referral.  Members discussed the 
effectiveness of this system and work allocation.    Mr Hosking advised that the 
focus is on A, B and C roads, with gullies on unclassified roads cleansed on 
request, which can mean some gullies remain blocked for a period of time without 
this being indicative of problems with the service.  It was therefore important to 
request cleansing via HIMS. Members also suggested co-ordination with the parking 
service to prevent drivers parking over gullies, preventing cleansing. 

Members indicated that they would like to see a focus before the winter on areas 
where it is known that poor drainage results in flooding and local members could 
contribute to identifying these areas.  Mr Hosking advised that the service holds list 
of locations. 

In response to a question,  Mr Hosking advised that there is not at present a full 
asset inventory. A picture is being built up over time from camera work sent to the 
Council by Sapphire, but there has not been a full survey of the highway drainage 
assets. The Working Group accepted this. 

Mr Hosking agreed to bring an update report to the next meeting of the Working 
Group. 

The meeting ended at 12.10 pm


